
Xinhua News Agency, Washington, May 24th (International Perspective): At George Floyd's Anniversary 
Commemoration, the United States still has no consolation

Xinhua News Agency reporters Deng Xianlai and Xu Jianmei

　　The 25th is the first anniversary of the death of George Floyd, an African American man who was killed by a white 

policeman in Minnesota by "kneeling on his neck." The American people held a memorial rally in Minneapolis, where the 

incident occurred, expressing their dissatisfaction with the government's slow progress in eliminating violence in law 

enforcement and ensuring racial equality.

　　 At present, the main culprit in the Floyd case, Derek Chauvin, has been convicted of murder and other crimes, but his 

sentence is still uncertain, and the trial of the other three former police officers involved in the case has been postponed. At 

the same time, due to the fierce bipartisan struggle in Congress, the police reform bill named after Floyd has been blocked 

in the Senate. The struggle over the past year only yielded limited progress, and the chronic illness of racial discrimination 

in the United States is still deeply ingrained.

Memorial Event

　　Floyd's family, American civil rights leaders, and hundreds of local people took to the streets of Minneapolis on the 

23rd to mourn Floyd and to express their dissatisfaction with the government's progress in eliminating police violence 

and ensuring racial equality. In the slogans "No justice, no peace" and "Say his (Floyd) name", Minnesota Governor Tim 

Waltz and Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey found themselves targets of public criticism. Protesters angrily denounced 

government officials for not taking any action to stop violent law enforcement and racial discrimination.

    As part of the nationwide commemoration of the first anniversary of Floyd's death, the "George Floyd Memorial 

Foundation" initiated by Floyd's sister Bridgett Floyd was held in Minneapolis on the 24th. A seminar was held to call on 

the relatives of victims who have encountered similar police violence and law enforcement to jointly seek legal changes 

to avoid recurrence of the tragedy.

     At the meeting, Gwen Carr, the mother of Eric Garner, the mother of an African-American man named Eric Garner, 

who was killed by the New York police in 2014, said that she had been pushing for New York State's police reform 

legislation on banning the "chokehold" for many years.  She once took a simple coffin to the State Capitol to protest, 

saying "I don't believe in writing letters or making calls. I just want to go directly to them (congressmen) to express my 

request-not to ask questions, but to make a request."

　　Analysts pointed out that although Chauvin was charged with all convictions, the exact sentence is still uncertain. At 

the same time, the postponement of the trial of other police officers involved in the Floyd case and the obstruction of 

the relevant police reform bill indicate that it is no easy task to eliminate deep-rooted systemic racism in the United 

States.

　　 Previously, the jury convicted Chauvin of second-degree murder, third-degree murder, and second-degree 

manslaughter. Chauvin's sentence will be announced on June 25. The trial judge Peter Cahill has agreed with some of the 

reasons cited by the prosecution for the heavy sentence of Chauvin, and the sentence he faces may be as long as 40 

years. However, regardless of the outcome of the sentence, according to Minnesota law, if a prisoner performs well, he 

can be released on parole after serving two-thirds of his sentence. In addition, the trial of the other three police officers 

involved in the case has been postponed until March next year. These three people have been charged with assisting, 

abetting second-degree murder and manslaughter.
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     In June last year, the House of Representatives controlled by the Democratic Party voted to pass the "George Floyd 

Justice in Policing Act". At that time, the Senate controlled by the Republican Party did not approve bill. In March of this 

year, the House of Representatives voted again to pass the bill. However, due to the serious differences between the 

two parties on the content of the bill, the bill is currently blocked in the Senate, with each party holding 50 seats, and 

cannot be signed into law on the 25th as President Biden wishes.

　　 On the 23rd, American civil rights leader Al Sharpton called for further measures to advance police reform. He said 

that the reason why history remembers Floyd should not be that he was killed by a white policeman on his knees, but 

that his death promoted reforms to eliminate police violence and law enforcement.

Difficult to Eliminate

     The Floyd case has caused Americans to deeply reflect on the violence of law enforcement and racial discrimination. 

However, over the past year, the number of deaths of African Americans due to violence in law enforcement has not 

decreased and the racist forces advocating white supremacy in the United States are still expanding. At the same time, 

the issue of police reform caused by the Floyd case has become another focusing point of America's two party struggle, 

and related reforms have been severely hampered as a result.

　　According to the data published on the "Police Violence Map" website, there were 1,127 deaths in the United States 

during the police enforcement process in 2020, and the probability of being killed by the police by the African American 

is three times higher than that of the white. According to a poll conducted by YouGov, a US polling agency, in April, after 

a year of protest, the proportion of respondents who believed that race relations in the United States was "generally 

bad" was still as high as 65%. According to another poll released by the agency in May, when asked whether Floyd's 

death improved the relationship between American police and non-white groups, only one in ten respondents thought 

there has been an improvement. Two-fifths of people believe that the relationship has become worse, and half of them 

believe that there is no change.

　　 At the same time, during the Floyd trial, some radical leftists advocated cutting police funding and even disbanding 

police departments. These propositions are supported by some progressive Democrats in Congress, while Republicans 

emphasize the maintenance of "law and order" and strongly oppose the weakening of the police force.

       Hakim Jefferson, a professor of political science at Stanford University, believes that the American public's support 

for the "Black Lives Matter" movement is rapidly diminishing over time, and their reflection on racial issues triggered by 

Floyd's death "doesn't seem to be able to sustain intself."
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